At the instance of highly placed authorities
terms were secured from Gandhiji In September 1939.
It was a splendid offer of friendship and readiness tcx
co-operate in fthe war effort. I publish it now to vin-
dicate the position which Gandhiji took at the begin-
ning of the war.
Gandhiji sent the message:
1.    I know that my views in regard to uncondi-
tional  co-operation  are not  shared by Oie
country.     The   resolution   of   the   Working
Committee reflects the Congress opinion pro-
perly.
2.    Since the Congress is unable, owing to past
experiences,  to give unconditional  co-opera-
tion, it can only co-operate if it is able  to
convince the country that it has in substance
achieved   its   purpose   and   that   therefore
there is a complete understanding about it
beltween  the  British   Government   and  the
Congress.
3.    If there is a real understanding between the
British Government and the Congress it fol-
lows that there must be corresponding action
even during the war.   Thus Ministries must
no>t be mere registering agencies of the mea-
sures coming from the Centre.   Hence there
must be some method at the Centre for hav-
ing  a Congress   representation  sufficient  to
give it a majority.
4.    The  only  constitutional way  in which the
Ministries  can  declare  their  position  is  to
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